Serial No. 09/491,304 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 41 without prejudice. 

Please replace the previous version of the claims with the following clean version, 
wherein claims 1 and 40 incorporate new amendments thereto and claim 41 has been 
cancelled. 
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(Three Times Amended) An upholstery pad, comprising: 
a panfeHiaving a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of edges extending 
from said front surface to said back surface, said panel further having a fixed portion, a 
first hinge and a first ftap, said first flap being divided from said fixed portion by said first 
hinge, said first flap being cxmtinuously pivotable about said first hinge between a first 
relaxed position and a first biased position, sa id first hinge being defined by a path of 
greater flexibility relative to portion^f the panel not included in said path so as to provide 
a predetermined hinging position; 

a padding member having a front suri&qe and a back surface, at least a portion of 
said back surface of said padding member being adhesively attached to said front surface 
of said panel, wherein said padding member extends abross said first hinge; and 

a sheet having a front surface and a back surface, ahteast a portion of said back 
surface of said sheet being adhesively attached to said front surfoce of said padding 
member; 

wherein pivoting said first flap about said first hinge away fromssaid first relaxed 
position and toward said first biased position causes a first force to be proofed which 
urges said first flap to be pivoted about said first hinge toward said first relaxeHj>osition. 

2. An upholstery pad, according to claim 1, wherein said first force is at least 
partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said first flap is 
pivoted about said first hinge away from said first relaxed position and toward said first 
biased position. 

3. An upholstery pad, according to claim 1 , wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to a substructure. 

4. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said sheet extends across 
and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and extends onto and 
is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

5. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said first hinge comprises 
a portion of said panel where said panel is perforated. 
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6. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said first hinge comprises 
a portion of said panel where said first flap is detached from said fixed portion. 

7. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said first hinge comprises 
a portion of said panel where said front surface of said panel is scored. 

8. An upholstery pad, according to claim 3, wherein said fixed portion of said 
panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push-type panel fastener. 

9. An upholstery pad, according to claim 1 , wherein said panel having a 
second flap, said second flap being continuously pivotable, with respect to said fixed 
portion, along a second hinge between a second relaxed position and a second biased 
position; 

wherein a portion of said padding member extends across at least a portion of said 
second hinge; and 

wherein pivoting said second flap about said second hinge from said second 
relaxed position toward said second biased position causes a second force to be produced 
which urges said second flap to be pivoted about said second hinge toward said second 
relaxed position. 

10. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said second force is at 
least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said second 
flap is pivoted about said second hinge away from said second relaxed position and toward 
said second biased position. 

1 1 . An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said sheet extends across 
and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and extends onto and 
is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

12. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said second hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said panel is perforated. 



Serial No. 09/491,304 



13. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said second hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said second flap is detached from said fixed 
portion. 

14. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said second hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said front surface of said panel is scored. 

15. An upholstery pad, according to claim 9, wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to a substructure. 

16. An upholstery pad, according to claim 15, wherein said fixed portion of 
said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push-type panel fastener. 

1 7. A method of constructing an upholstery pad having a first flap which, when 
said first flap is pivoted about a first hinging axis from a first relaxed position toward a 
first biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said first hinging axis toward said first 
relaxed position, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a panel having a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of edges 
extending from said front surface to said back surface; 

creating a first hinge along a first hinging axis in said panel to divide a first flap of 
said panel from a fixed portion of said panel, wherein said first flap is continuously 
pivotable about said first hinging axis between a first relaxed position and a first biased 
position; 

providing a padding member having a front surface and a back surface; 
immersing said padding member into a bath of adhesive resin to saturate said 
padding member with said adhesive resin; 

extracting excess resin from said padding member; 

placing said padding member, which has been immersed into said bath of adhesive 
resin and from which said excess resin has been extracted, onto a predetermined location 
on said front surface of said panel so that said padding member extends across said first 
hinging axis and so that at least a portion of said back surface of said padding member is 
in contact with said front surface of said panel; 
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providing a sheet having a front surface and a back surface; 

draping said sheet over said front surface of said padding member and said front 
surface of said panel to produce an upholstery pad assembly, wherein at least a portion of 
said back surface of said sheet is in contact with said front surface of said padding 
member; 

placing said upholstery pad assembly onto a first heatable platen of a press having 
said first heatable platen and a second heatable platen; 

mating said first heatable platen and said second heatable platen so as to capture 
said upholstery pad assembly between said first heatable platen and said second heatable 
platen for a predetermined period of time and at a predetermined temperature to create a 
bonded upholstery pad assembly; 

separating said first heatable platen from said second heatable platen; and 

removing said bonded upholstery pad assembly from said first heatable platen. 

18. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of: 

attaching said sheet to at least one of said plurality of edges of said panel; and 
attaching said sheet to said back surface of said panel. 

19. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, further 
comprising the step of trimming excess of said sheet from said bonded upholstery pad 
assembly. 

20. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 1 7, further 
comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed portion of said 
panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching said fixed portion 
of said panel to a substructure. 

21 . A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 1 7, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises perforating said panel along a path 
parallel to said first hinging axis. 
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22. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises detaching said first flap from said 
fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

23. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
panel along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

24. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 17, 
wherein said panel further having a second flap which, when said second flap is pivoted 
about a second hinging axis from a second relaxed position toward a second biased 
position, is urged to be pivoted about said second hinging axis toward said second relaxed 
position, said method further comprising the step of creating a second hinge along a 
second hinging axis in said panel to divide said second flap of said panel from said fixed 
portion of said panel; 

wherein said second flap is continuously pivotable about said second hinging axis 
between a second relaxed position and a second biased position; and 

wherein said padding member extends across said second hinging axis. 

25. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises perforating said panel along a path 
parallel to said second hinging axis. 

26. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises detaching said second flap from 
said fixed portion along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

27. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
panel along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 
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28. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 24, further 
comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed portion of said 
panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching said fixed portion 
of said panel to a substructure. 

29. A method of constructing an upholstery pad having a first flap which, when 
said first flap is pivoted about a first hinging axis from a first relaxed position toward a 
first biased position, is urged to be pivoted about said first hinging axis toward said first 
relaxed position, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a panel having a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of edges 
extending from said front surface to said back surface; 

creating a first hinge along a first hinging axis in said panel to divide a first flap of 
said panel from a fixed portion of said panel, wherein said first flap is continuously 
pivotable about said first hinging axis between a first relaxed position and a first biased 
position; 

providing a padding member having a front surface, a back surface, and a 
thickness; 

placing said padding member onto a predetermined location on said front surface 
of said panel so that said padding member extends across said first hinging axis and so that 
at least a portion of said back surface of said padding member is in contact with said front 
surface of said panel; 

attaching said padding member to said panel with an adhesive; 

providing a sheet having a front surface and a back surface; 

< 

placing said sheet onto a predetermined location on said front surface of said 
padding member so that at least a portion of said back surface of said sheet is in contact 
with said front surface of said padding member; and 

attaching said sheet to at least a portion of said panel with an adhesive. 

30. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, further 
comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed portion of said 
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panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching said fixed portion 
of said panel to a substructure. 

31. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises perforating said panel along a path 
parallel to said first hinging axis. 

32. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises detaching said first flap from said 
fixed portion along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

33. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said step of creating a first hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
panel along a path parallel to said first hinging axis. 

34. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 29, 
wherein said panel further having a second flap which, when said second flap is pivoted 
about a second hinging axis from a second relaxed position toward a second biased 
position, is urged to be pivoted about said second hinging axis toward said second relaxed 
position, said method further comprising the step of creating a second hinge along a 
second hinging axis in said panel to divide said second flap of said panel from said fixed 
portion of said panel; 

wherein said second flap is continuously pivotable about said second hinging axis 
between a second relaxed position and a second biased position; and 

wherein said padding member extends across said second hinging axis. 

35. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises perforating said panel along a path 
parallel to said second hinging axis. 
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36. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises detaching said second flap from 
said fixed portion along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

37. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, 
wherein said step of creating a second hinge comprises scoring said front surface of said 
panel along a path parallel to said second hinging axis. 

38. A method of constructing an upholstery pad, according to claim 34, further 
comprising the step of generating at least one attachment hole in said fixed portion of said 
panel which is capable of receiving a mechanical fastener for attaching said fixed portion 
of said panel to a substructure. 

39. An upholstery pad as in claim 1, wherein said fixed portion is substantially 

rigid. 

(Twice Amended) An upholstery pad for mounting on a substructure, 

comprising:' 

a panel Keyring a front surface, a back surface, and a plurality of edges extending 
from said front surfabe to said back surface, said panel further having a fixed portion, a 
first hinge and a first flap^ssaid first flap being divided from said fixed portion along said 
first hinge, said first flap bein^continuously pivotable about said first hinge between a 
first relaxed position and a first bihsed position, said first hinge being defined by a path of 
greater flexibility relative to portions o£ the panel not included in said path so as to provide 
a predetermined hinging position; 

a padding member having a front surf^e and a back surface, at least a portion of 
said back surface of said padding member being adhesively attached to said front surface 
of said panel, wherein said padding member extends across said first hinge; and 

a sheet having a front surface and a back surface,\t least a portion of said back 
surface of said sheet being adhesively attached to said front surface of said padding 
member; 
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^vh^rein pivoting said first flap about said first hinge away from said first relaxed 
position and towarths^id first biased position causes a first force to be produced which 
urges said first flap to be piv?tte4about said first hinge toward said first relaxed position 
and wherein said first flap is positioneJKq^said first biased position when said upholstery 
pad is positioned in said substructure such that^ait^upholstery pad is maintained in 
position in said substructure by a frictional force betwe^smd upholstery pad and said 
substructure by said first force. ^^^v^ 

42. An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said first force is at least 
partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said first flap is 
pivoted about said first hinge away from said first relaxed position and toward said first 
biased position. 

43. An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to said substructure. 

44. An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said sheet extends 
across and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and extends 
onto and is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

45. An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said first hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said panel is perforated. 

46. An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said first hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said first flap is detached from said fixed portion. 

47. An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said first hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said front surface of said panel is scored. 

48. An upholstery pad, according to claim 42, wherein said fixed portion of 
said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push-type panel fastener. 
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49. An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said panel having a 
second flap, said second flap being continuously pivotable, with respect to said fixed 
portion, along a second hinge between a second relaxed position and a second biased 
position; 

wherein a portion of said padding member extends across at least a portion of said 
second hinge; and 

wherein pivoting said second flap about said second hinge from said second 
relaxed position toward said second biased position causes a second force to be produced 
which urges said second flap to be pivoted about said second hinge toward said second 
relaxed position. 



50. An upholstery pad, according to claim ^8, wherein said second flap is 
positioned in said second biased position when said upholstery pad is positioned in said 
substructure such that said upholstery pad is maintained in position in said substructure by 
a frictional force between said upholstery pad and said substructure by said second force. 

51. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said second force is at 
least partially caused by said padding member being placed in tension when said second 
flap is pivoted about said second hinge away from said second relaxed position and toward 
said second biased position. 

52. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said sheet extends 
across and is adhesively attached to at least one of said edges of said panel and extends 
onto and is adhesively attached to said back surface of said panel. 

53. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said second hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said panel is perforated. 

54. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said first hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said second flap is detached from said fixed 
portion. 
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55. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said first hinge 
comprises a portion of said panel where said front surface of said panel is scored. 

56. An upholstery pad, according to claim 48, wherein said fixed portion is 
mechanically fastened to a substructure. 

57. An upholstery pad, according to claim 55, wherein said fixed portion of 
said panel is fastened to said substructure by at least one push-type panel fastener. 

58. An upholstery pad, according to claim 40, wherein said fixed portion is 
substantially rigid. 



